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,U.S. State department’s Spokesperson Jen Psaki

June 17th, 2014

Today, I would like to note that Vital Voices is presenting the Global Trailblazer award to“
.-renowned Syrian human rights activist, Razan Zaitouneh

Razan, to whom the First Lady and Secretary Kerry presented an International Women of
Courage Award in 2013, was abducted in December after reporting on human rights
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.violations and abuses happening inside Syria. Her whereabouts remain unknown

As Secretary Kerry said last week in London, “Razan has risked her life inside Syria to care
for political prisoners and call attention to human rights violations, including against
women. We stand in awe of her leadership and heroism. We continue to call for her
release and the release of the thousands of other human rights defenders inside Syria and
”.around the world
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