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NOTE BY THE DIRECTOR–GENERAL 
 

PROGRESS IN THE ELIMINATION OF THE SYRIAN CHEMICAL WEAPONS 
PROGRAMME 

 
1. In accordance with subparagraph 2(f) of the decision by the Executive Council 

(hereinafter the “Council”) at its Thirty-Third Meeting (EC-M-33/DEC.1, dated 
27 September 2013), the Technical Secretariat (hereinafter “the Secretariat”) reports 
to the Council on a monthly basis regarding the implementation of that decision.  In 
accordance with paragraph 12 of United Nations Security Council resolution 2118 
(2013), the report by the Secretariat is also submitted to the Security Council through 
the Secretary-General.  This is the fourth such monthly report.1  

2. The Council, at its Thirty-Fourth Meeting, adopted a decision entitled “Detailed 
Requirements for the Destruction of Syrian Chemical Weapons and Syrian Chemical 
Weapons Production Facilities” (EC-M-34/DEC.1, dated 15 November 2013).  In 
paragraph 22 of this decision, the Council decided that the Secretariat should report 
on its implementation “in conjunction with its reporting required by subparagraph 2(f) 
of Council decision EC-M-33/DEC.1”.   

3. This report is therefore submitted in accordance with both above-mentioned Council 
decisions and includes information relevant to their implementation during the period 
from 23 December 2013 to 22 January 2014. 

Progress achieved by the Syrian Arab Republic in meeting the requirements of 
EC-M-33/DEC.1 and EC-M-34/DEC.1 

4. In accordance with subparagraph 1(c) of EC-M-33/DEC.1, the Syrian Arab Republic 
is required to complete the elimination of all chemical weapons material and 
equipment in the first half of 2014.  Paragraphs 2 and 3 of EC-M-34/DEC.1 establish 
intermediate completion dates for the removal and destruction of Syrian chemical 
weapons prior to their complete elimination in the first half of 2014.  Progress 
achieved within the reporting period by the Syrian Arab Republic in fulfilling these 
obligations is described below: 

(a) Pursuant to subparagraph 2(a)(ii) of EC-M-34.DEC.1, all chemicals listed in 
that subparagraph were due to have been removed from the territory of the 
Syrian Arab Republic by 31 December 2013.  As reported by the 

                                                 
1
  The three previous reports are: EC-M-34/DG.1, dated 25 October 2013; EC-M-35/DG.1, dated 

25 November 2013; and EC-M-37/DG.1, dated 23 December 2013. 
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Director-General in his report to the Council (EC-M-37/DG.2, dated 
7 January 2014), this objective could not be met for reasons of a technical 
nature, described in that report.  However, on 7 January 2014, a limited 
quantity of priority chemicals was transported to the port of embarkation at 
Latakia and loaded onto a Danish cargo ship; 

(b) As reported by the Syrian Arab Republic, a portion of the material and 
equipment provided by several States Parties for packaging and loading of 
chemical weapons has been pre-positioned at storage sites.  Details are 
currently not available.  As at the cut-off date for this report, the majority of 
logistical assets required for in-country transportation had been transferred to 
the Syrian Arab Republic; 

(c) Pursuant to paragraph 9 of EC-M-34/DEC.1, the Syrian Arab Republic was 
required to submit, not later than 1 January 2014, for review by the Council 
not later than 15 January 2014, its plan for destroying, on its territory, 
isopropanol and residual mustard agent in containers previously containing 
mustard agent.  As previously reported, an initial version of this plan was 
submitted on 16 December 2013.  A modified version was submitted on 
16 January 2014 (EC-M-38/P/NAT.1, dated 14 January 2014); 

(d) Pursuant to paragraph 19 of EC-M-34/DEC.1, the Syrian Arab Republic is 
required to submit a monthly report to the Council regarding activities on its 
territory related to the destruction of chemical weapons and chemical weapons 
production facilities (CWPFs).  The second such report was submitted to the 
Secretariat on 16 January 2014 (EC-M-38/P/NAT.2, dated 16 January 2014) 
together with an amendment to the initial declaration, providing information 
regarding destroyed production equipment and updated information regarding 
the total number of empty HD containers; and 

(e) In accordance with subparagraph 1(e) of EC-M-33/DEC.1 and paragraph 7 of 
resolution 2118 (2013), the Syrian Arab Republic shall cooperate fully with all 
aspects of the implementation of the decision and the resolution.  The Syrian 
authorities have continued to extend the necessary cooperation to the 
OPCW-UN Joint Mission in the Syrian Arab Republic (hereinafter “the Joint 
Mission”) in the conduct of its activities during the reporting period.  The 
Director-General has urged the Syrian authorities to provide a time frame for 
the removal of the remaining priority chemicals from the Syrian Arab 
Republic. 

Activities carried out by the Secretariat with respect to the Syrian Arab Republic 

5. Effective cooperation with the United Nations in the context of the Joint Mission has 
continued with close coordination between the two organisations and between the 
offices in New York, The Hague, Cyprus, and Damascus.  As at the cut-off date of 
this report 16 OPCW staff members were deployed with the Joint Mission in 
Damascus and Latakia, and one logistics officer in Beirut. 

6. The Director-General has spoken regularly with the Special Coordinator of the Joint 
Mission, Ms Sigrid Kaag, who briefed States Parties at OPCW Headquarters on 
7 January 2014.  The Director-General has continued to meet with senior 
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representatives of the States Parties offering to host a destruction facility or otherwise 
providing assistance with transport or destruction, and to communicate regularly with 
senior officials from the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic.  On 
15 January 2014, the Director-General met with a visiting delegation from the Syrian 
Arab Republic.  On 16 January 2014, the Director-General briefed a joint meeting of 
Italian parliamentary committees in Rome on the progress of the mission so far and on 
plans for the destruction of Syrian chemical weapons.  The Secretariat has continued 
to provide weekly information briefings to States Parties in The Hague. 

7. On 5 and 6 January 2014, the Joint Mission oversaw the packing and loading of the 
chemicals at the storage sites, prior to their transportation to the port of embarkation 
at Latakia, where verification activities were performed.  At the storage sites, 
activities included verifying the chemicals against the initial declaration, taking an 
inventory of the chemicals loaded into each shipping container, conducting sampling 
on a random basis, and sealing the containers.  Upon the arrival of the containers at 
Latakia on 7 January 2014, the inventory documents for each shipping container were 
checked, the integrity of the seals was confirmed and the contents of the containers 
were verified on a random basis.  Paperwork between the Syrian shipping company 
and the Danish authorities was completed and, after screening by Danish customs, the 
containers were securely loaded on board the Danish cargo ship.  The ship returned to 
international waters, where, along with the Norwegian cargo ship and the naval 
escorts, it will await further deliveries of chemicals to Latakia. 

8. As required by paragraph 8 of EC-M-36/DEC.2, dated 17 December 2013, the 
Director-General submitted a report to the Council (EC-M-37/DG.2) on the 
implementation of the plan for the destruction of Syrian chemical weapons outside the 
territory of the Syrian Arab Republic.  In the report, the Director-General described 
the procurement of equipment and vehicles to enable the transportation of Syrian 
chemical weapons to the port of embarkation at Latakia.  At its Thirty-Seventh 
Meeting, on 8 January 2014, the Council noted the report by the Director-General 
(paragraph 4.2 of EC-M-37/2, dated 8 January 2014). 

9. From 26 December 2013 to 2 January 2014, an OPCW inspection team was in the 
United States of America for training in preparation for conducting verification 
activities on board the MV Cape Ray.  Another team of OPCW personnel departed 
from The Hague on 14 January 2014 to conduct a final engineering review of the 
chemical weapons destruction facility (CWDF) on board the MV Cape Ray, which is 
set to sail soon.  At its Thirty-Seventh Meeting, the Council considered and approved 
an agreed detailed plan and a facility agreement for verification of the destruction of 
chemical weapons for the CWDF aboard the MV Cape Ray (EC-M-37/DEC.1 and 
EC-M-37/DEC.2, both dated 8 January 2014). 

10. On 16 and 17 January 2014, the Secretariat hosted technical discussions between 
experts from the Russian Federation, the Syrian Arab Republic, and the United States 
of America to further discuss modalities for the destruction of 12 declared CWPFs in 
the Syrian Arab Republic.  A follow-on meeting may be held during the first week of 
February 2014. 

11. On 20 January 2014, the Secretariat hosted the public opening of the tenders 
submitted in response to the “Call for Proposals for the Treatment and Disposal of 
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Chemicals, Effluents, and Related Packaging Materials with Respect to the 
Destruction of Syrian Chemical Weapons” (EC-M-36/DG.4, dated 
16 December 2013).  By the deadline of 19 January 2014, tenders had been received 
from 14 companies for the destruction of Syrian priority chemicals and effluent from 
the neutralisation of such chemicals at commercial facilities outside the Syrian Arab 
Republic.  The bids will now be subjected to technical and commercial evaluation and 
the winners will be announced in early February 2014. 

12. Consultations have continued on a model facility agreement for verification activities 
at the commercial facilities referred to in paragraph 11 above or sponsored by States 
Parties pursuant to paragraph 7 of decision EC-M-36/DEC.2.  A new version of the 
model facility agreement will be submitted to the Council for approval at its 
Thirty-Eighth Meeting. 

13. As reported previously, the Secretariat, as required by paragraph 13 of 
EC-M-34/DEC.1, has developed a draft facility agreement for Syrian chemical 
weapons storage facilities and submitted the draft to the Syrian National Authority for 
review and finalisation.  

Supplementary resources  

14. As reported in the previous monthly report, several States Parties are assisting in the 
transportation, removal, and destruction of Syrian chemical weapons.  During the 
current reporting period, the following additional assistance has been provided:  

(a) The Russian Federation has airlifted 50 Kamaz trucks and 25 Ural armoured 
trucks to the Syrian Arab Republic to assist in the transportation of the priority 
chemicals.  The Russian Federation is also providing additional naval escorts 
for the Danish and Norwegian cargo ships; 

(b) China has made available a naval vessel to provide security for the Danish and 
Norwegian cargo vessels; 

(c) Belarus has provided 13 field kitchens, which were transported to the Syrian 
Arab Republic on 30 December 2013 by an aircraft from the Russian 
Federation; 

(d) On 9 January 2014, the German Government announced that, through an 
in-kind contribution, it would destroy approximately 370 metric tonnes of 
effluent created on board the MV Cape Ray during the destruction of mustard 
agent;  

(e) On 13 January 2014, the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland announced that, following a request from the 
United States of America, it would provide equipment to support the process 
of neutralisation of chemical warfare agents aboard the MV Cape Ray.  The 
Government of the United Kingdom also announced that it was sending a 
naval vessel to join those from Denmark and Norway in providing security for 
the Danish and Norwegian cargo ships in international waters; and  
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(f) On 16 January 2014, the Italian Government announced that the transloading 
of chemicals from the Danish and Norwegian cargo ships to the MV Cape Ray 
would take place at the port of Gioia Tauro in southern Italy.  An exchange of 
letters has been finalised between the OPCW and the Government of Italy 
aimed at facilitating the access of OPCW inspectors to the relevant port 
facilities on Italian territory for carrying out verification activities with respect 
to Syrian chemical weapons, and at granting them the necessary privileges and 
immunities. 

15. As at the cut-off date of this report, the balance in the Special Trust Fund for the 
Destruction of Syrian Chemical Weapons stood at EUR 13.05 million.  Contributions 
have been received from the Czech Republic, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Malta, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, the Republic of Korea, Slovakia, 
Switzerland, Turkey, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  
This includes the contributions that were originally made to the first OPCW Trust 
Fund for Syria and which have, at the request of the donor, subsequently been 
transferred, in part or in whole, to the Special Trust Fund for Destruction.  Further 
contributions of EUR 2 million and approximately EUR 350,000 are expected from 
Italy and the Republic of Korea respectively.  In addition, Australia has decided to 
contribute approximately EUR 1.3 million, the European Union EUR 12 million, 
India EUR 736,000, and the Japanese Government has decided, subject to 
parliamentary approval, to contribute EUR 4.91 million. 

Conclusion 

16. Following the removal of a part of the priority chemicals on 7 January 2014, there had 
not been any further movement of chemicals as at the cut-off date of this report.  On 
14 January 2014, the Director-General wrote to the Syrian Deputy Foreign Minister 
and Head of the National Authority, Mr Faisal Mekdad, mentioning his reporting 
obligations to the Council, the substantial expense being borne by Denmark and 
Norway with regard to the cargo ships, and the potential risks in relation to the 
commercial tendering process posed by the delay.  The Director-General also 
discussed the matter with a visiting Syrian delegation on 15 January 2014, 
emphasising the need for a time frame for the removal of the remaining priority 
chemicals.  The Director-General spoke to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations on 18 January 2014 and they both agreed that it was necessary for the 
removal process to pick up pace. 

17. On its part, the Syrian Arab Republic has emphasised that it considers security of the 
materials in transport to be of paramount importance.  In written communications, it 
has mentioned information about certain security threats.  The Syrian Arab Republic 
has also emphasised the need for certain security-related equipment that it considers 
necessary, and has informed the Secretariat that a process has been initiated to procure 
10 armoured jackets for the maritime shipping containers for use in the transportation 
of certain liquid priority chemicals.  Firm details of the time frame for this process are 
pending. 

18. In response to the Director-General’s letter of 14 January, a communication dated 
20 January has been received from the Syrian Deputy Foreign Minister.  He has, 
inter alia, reaffirmed a commitment to completing the removal of chemicals from the 
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Syrian Arab Republic as soon as possible; stated that the difficult and complex 
security situation now prevailing in the Syrian Arab Republic has contributed to a 
delay in completing the task; mentioned the specific nature of threats to the mission; 
and expressed the hope that the current difficult circumstances in the Syrian Arab 
Republic will be taken into consideration by States Parties.  He has also stated that the 
Syrian Arab Republic is making intensive efforts to prepare for, and accelerate, the 
transportation of chemicals, and that it is currently working on a tentative schedule for 
completing the transportation of chemicals. 
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