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The Syrian National Council Meets with US Secretary of State Hilary Clinton
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A delegation from the Syrian National Council (SNC), headed by SNC president Dr. Burhan Ghalioun,
met with US Secretary of State Hilary Clinton and US State Department delegation, in Geneva,
Switzerland on Tuesday the 2nd of December. The meeting lasted about 2 hours, during which the
sides discussed all details and updates related to Syria.

The US Secretary of State expressed her respect for the efforts of the SNC with regards to bringing
together Syrian opposition fractions and the uniting efforts despite all obstacles. She also welcomed
the efforts the SNC put forth with the Arab League in arriving to the decision to suspend the Syrian
regime's membership and impose economic and financial sanctions on the regime. The US
delegation discussed the plan of SNC for the transitional period and its political programme
post-Assad, especially regarding minorities' rights and the need for equality among all citizens before
the law.

On its part, the SNC delegation expressed gratitude for the US position regarding the Syrian
Revolution and the US efforts in rallying the international position. Dr. Ghalioun explaing that the
Syrian Revolution is a revolution of freedom and dignity, and not of hunger, and that the Syrian
people are forgiving and enjoy a history of peaceful coexistence among all groups who make up its
society. Dr. Ghalioun also noted that when mentioning the heroes of independence in Syria people
remember leaders from all sects and religions and that the first Prime Minister of Syria after its
independence was Christian. The SNC delegation confirmed that the Syrian regime will not survive
with all that it has done, and explained to the US delegation the massacres that have been
committed against the Syrian people in general, and in Homs in particular.

Dr. Wael Merza requested that the US officially recognizes the SNC, and noted that this recognition
would achieve three primary goals: speeding the process of including more opposition figures within
SNC, encouraging more minorities to embrace the SNC, and assisting in more controlled transitional
period. The US Secretary of State responded that this meeting with the SNC leadership is a political
recognition of the SNC on the path to official recognition.

The meeting concluded with agreement to actively continue communication and coordination
among the SNC, the Arab League, the European Union, and the United States, particularly with
regard to examining the different scenarios for civilian’s protection.
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For more information or commentary, please contact Ausama Monajed, member of the Syrian
National Council. Email: amonajed@gmail.com



