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The United States strongly condemns recent attacks on the people of Syria in

Eastern Ghouta by Russia and the Assad regime. We offer our condolences to the families
of those killed and wounded and call on the international community to condemn these
horrific attacks. The targeted destruction of medical facilities in Eastern Ghouta and the
continued use of siege tactics, which starve Syrian civilians and prevent humanitarian
access, are especially troubling. We fully support the call from the United Nations for a
cessation of violence to allow for the unfettered delivery of humanitarian supplies and
urgently needed medical evacuations of civilians.

The United States also calls upon Russia and its partners to live up

to their obligations with respect to de-escalation zones, particularly those in

Eastern Ghouta, and to end further attacks against civilians in Syria. Assad and his
deplorable regime must stop committing additional atrocities and must not

be further abetted by backers in Moscow and Tehran. The regime’s horrific attacks
demonstrate an urgent need for the UN-led Geneva process to advance toward a political
resolution for Syria that respects the will of the Syrian people, in accordance with the UN
Security Council Resolution 2254 and the November 2017 Da Nang Joint

Statement from President Donald J. Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin.
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