Syria: UN chief stresses urgency of achieving political
solution to end ongoing conflict
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A displaced family living in the Al-Shadadi area of Al Hassakeh governorate, northeast
Syria, where WFP is providing food assistance.
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Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today stressed the urgent need for a political solution to
end the crisis in Syria which over the past two years has claimed over 70,000 lives and
led to a dire humanitarian crisis.

“We all need to inject urgency towards reaching a political solution while there is still
time to prevent Syria’s complete destruction,” said a statement issued by Mr. Ban’s
spokesperson.

“The end goal is clear to all — there must be an end to violence, a clean break with the
past and a transition to a new Syria in which the rights of all communities are protected
and the legitimate aspirations of all Syrians for freedom, dignity and justice, are met,” it
added.

“The sooner a military solution is abandoned the better. There is no need for more
people to die, flee or grieve in Syria.”
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https://news.un.org/en/story/2013/03/434772
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6668

Well over 70,000 people have been killed since the uprising against President Bashar
al-Assad began in March 2011. The country is facing a humanitarian crisis, with over
three million people displaced from their homes, including one million seeking safety in
neighbouring countries.

“Two years ago, Syrians stood up in peaceful popular protests to appeal for their
universal rights and freedoms,” noted the statement. “This appeal was answered with
brutal force by the Syrian authorities. Today, the world is watching the consequences
with horror.”

Mr. Ban called on the region and the international community, in particular the
Security Council, to find unity and lend its full support to the efforts of the Joint Special
Representative of the United Nations and the League of Arab States, Lakhdar Brahimi,
to help the Syrian people reach a political solution to the conflict.
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https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/
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Emergency and search-and-rescue teams have deployed to assess and prioritize urgent
needs and to provide life-saving assistance following the devastating earthquake near
the Tiirkiye-Syria border.

¢ Receive daily updates directly in your inbox - Subscribe here to a topic.
¢ Download the UN News app for your iOS or Android devices.
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Humanitarian challenges continue to mount as Syrian crisis enters its
third year - UN

15 March 2013

As the crisis in Syria enters its third year, United Nations officials today warned that
civilian suffering is escalating and humanitarian needs mounting, while funds are rapidly

running out.
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