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Immediate Release

Aug. 19, 2020

Chief Pentagon Spokesperson Jonathan Hoffman provided the following readout: 

Secretary of Defense Dr. Mark T. Esper hosted an enhanced Honor Cordon and Bilateral

Meeting in Honor of His Excellency Jumaah Saadoon, the Minister of Defense of the

Republic of Iraq, today.  The two leaders discussed the bilateral security partnership and

the importance of continuing to build the capabilities of the Iraqi Security Forces, such

that they are able to prevent the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) from ever re-

emerging and threatening Iraq, the region or the broader international community.  Both

leaders reaffirmed the continued cooperation between the Iraqi Security Forces and the

US-led Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS and their commitment to the ultimate objective of

a secure, stable and prosperous Iraq.
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