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Panetta: No plans for no-fly zone in
Syria

   

Smoke rises from the suburb of Erbeen in Damascus in Syria on July 19, 2012. UPI |
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ARLINGTON, Va., Aug. 15 (UPI) -- Washington has no plans to

impose a no-fly zone over Syria, Defense Secretary Leon

Panetta said, but Turkey or Jordan might, a top U.S. military

officer said.

"With regard to the no-fly zone, that is not a front-burner issue

for us," Panetta told reporters at the Pentagon after Syrian

rebel forces appealed for an internationally sponsored no-fly

zone as added protection from escalating Assad regime

airstrikes.
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Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman U.S. Army Gen. Martin Dempsey,

in the same news briefing, said Jordan and Turkey might

consider imposing a no-fly zone, over which Syrian military

aircraft would not be permitted to fly.

"We have been in discussion with Jordanians and the Turks,

and they're both interested mostly in the effects that could

spill over from Syria into their countries," said Dempsey, the

principal military adviser to Panetta, President Barack Obama,

the National Security Council and the Homeland Security

Council.

"Both [countries] have examined the possibility of a safe haven

[for refugees fleeing Syrian fighting]. And with a safe haven

would probably come some form of no-fly zone, but we're not

planning anything unilaterally," he said.
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Amman and Ankara had no immediate comment.

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, who visited Turkey Saturday,

said afterward the two countries discussed a range of steps

that a Turkish official said included a no-fly zone over parts of

Syria.

No decision on the zone was reached, the official said.

A no-fly zone imposed and enforced by Washington and NATO

allies last year is widely credited with being crucial to helping

Libyan rebels overthrow dictator Moammar Gadhafi.

Syria's air defenses are more modern and substantial than

Libya's, Western military advisers say.

Panetta expressed concern about what he termed Iran's

growing presence in Syria, with Iranians allegedly training and

advising a Syrian militia supporting President Bashar Assad's

forces.

"We do not think that Iran ought to be playing that role at this

moment in time -- that it's dangerous, that it's adding to the

killing that's going on in Syria and that it tries to bolster a
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regime that we think ultimately is going to come down,"

Panetta said.

Dempsey said it appeared Syrian rebels for the first time shot

down a Syrian jet fighter Monday, despite Damascus' insistence

the jet crashed because of a technical failure.
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He said he had no indication the rebels were armed with heavy

weapons or surface-to-air missiles. The shoot-down had raised

questions about the opposition's military capabilities in the 17-

month-old conflict.

Dempsey said the warplane could have been brought down

with small-arms fire.

U.S. News // 1 hour ago

Advocates for homeless seek

creative solutions as cities crack

down on car-camping

Nov. 2 (UPI) -- Homelessness has been a compounding

issue for more than 40 years in the United States and

advocates are seeking creative ways to address the

root of the problem and protect the rights of the

unhoused.

U.S. News // 4 hours ago

Pilot threatened to shoot captain

on Delta flight, investigators say

Nov. 2 (UPI) -- A former Delta Air Lines pilot, who the

U.S. The Department of Transportation said used a

firearm to threaten a captain and intimidate a flight

crew, is no longer with the air carrier.

U.S. News // 6 hours ago

Amid conflict, Blinken headed

back to Israel

Nov. 2 (UPI) -- The State Department announced

Secretary of State Anthony Blinken will travel to Tel

Aviv on Thursday amid the conflict between Israel and
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Hamas. Blinken will also travel to Amman, Tokyo, Seoul,

and New Delhi.

U.S. News // 8 hours ago

Republicans join Democrats to

block censure resolution against

Rep. Rashida Tlaib

Nov. 1 (UPI) -- House lawmakers voted Wednesday to

block a resolution that would have censured

Democratic Rep. Rashida Tlaib of Michigan for harsh

statements against Israel in the wake of last month's

deadly Hamas attacks.

U.S. News // 10 hours ago

House Democrats call on Biden to

reject anti-LGBTQ provisions in

spending bills

Nov. 1 (UPI) -- More than 160 House Democrats

accused Republicans of attempting to hijack federal

funding requests by sliding anti-LGBTQ provisions into

spending bills.

U.S. News // 15 hours ago

Efforts to expel New York's Rep.

George Santos fail in House

Nov. 1 (UPI) -- New York Rep. George Santos survived a

second attempt Wednesday to expel him from the

House with most Republicans opting to keep him in

place.

U.S. News // 11 hours ago

State officials see serious threats to

upcoming elections, urge U.S.

funding

WASHINGTON, Nov. 1 (UPI) -- State election officials

urged the Senate Rules and Administration Committee

to act on the challenges election administrations face,

including harassment of election workers and the

posing threat of AI.

U.S. News // 22 hours ago

Donald Trump Jr. testifies in Trump

Organization business fraud trial

Nov. 1 (UPI) -- Donald Trump, Jr. testified Wednesday

in the New York civil business fraud trial of his father,

former President Donald Trump, saying he had no

knowledge of the Trump Organization's accounting

practices.

U.S. News // 12 hours ago

Former Memphis police officer to

plead guilty in Tyre Nichols death,

attorney says

Nov. 1 (UPI) -- A former Memphis, Tenn., police officer

charged in the beating death of Tyre Nichols will plead

guilty to federal civil rights violations on Thursday, his

attorney said.
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U.S. News // 14 hours ago

Biden pledges more than $5B to

support rural America

Nov. 1 (UPI) -- President Joe Biden pledged more than

$5 billion to sparsely populated areas of the United

States to support new climate-smart agricultural

techniques, infrastructure upgrades, high-speed

internet and new jobs.
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Supreme Court hears arguments over 'Trump Too

Small' T-shirt trademark

Republicans join Democrats to block censure

resolution against Rep. Rashida Tlaib

Firefighters battling blaze in remote portion of

Hawaii's Mililani Mauka

Donald Trump Jr. testifies in Trump Organization

business fraud trial

World leaders condemn Israel's attack on Gaza

refugee camp
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