Statement by Secretary of Defense Ash Carter on the
Liberation of Dabiq

&r defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/975074/statement-by-secretary-of-defense-ash-carter-on-the-
liberation-of-dabiq

You have accessed part of a historical collection on defense.gov. Some of the information
contained within may be outdated and links may not function. Please contact the DOD
Webmaster with any questions.

Immediate Release

Oct. 16, 2016

I welcome today's news that Syrian opposition forces liberated the Syrian town of Dabiq
from ISIL control, aided by strong support from our ally Turkey and our international
coalition. This is more than just the latest military result against this barbaric group.
Dabiq held symbolic importance to ISIL. The group carried out unspeakable atrocities in
Dabiq, named its English-language magazine after the town and claimed it would be the
site of a final victory for the so-called caliphate. Instead its liberation gives the campaign
to deliver ISIL a lasting defeat new momentum in Syria. Again I want to congratulate the
Syrians who fought to free Dabiq and thank our ally Turkey for the close coordination
during this operation.
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