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A statement by the Syrian Arab Red Crescent about detention of the
Syrian Arab Red Crescent EMS Team during a humanitarian mession

Monday 17 Feb. 2025

On the evening of Saturday, February 15, 2025, an |sraeli Army patrol
detained an EMS team from the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) while
they were carrying out a humanitarian mission to assist a patient in an
ambulance bearing the Red Crescent emblem in the Rasm Al-Shara
area of Quneitra Governorate. The patrol ordered the ambulance team
to exit the vehicle, bound their hands, blindfolded them, and took them
to an unknown location for three hours before releasing them without
providing any explanation for their detention.

The Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) operates in accordance with
international humanitarian law, which mandates that the wounded,
the sick. medical personnel, and medical transport vehicles designated
for medical purposes must be protected and respected by all parties to
a conflict. This act constitutes a violation of Article 26 of the First Ceneva
Convention and Customary Rule No. 25 of the 2005 ICRC Study on

Customary International Humanitarian Law.

Additionally, the emblems of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent are
universally recognized under the Geneva Conventions, and persons
carrying these emblems. as well as objects and vehicles displaying
themn, must be respected and protected.
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